Costoclavicular pinching: a complication of long-term central venous catheters. A report of three cases.
In the course of 1994-1995 we found three nearly identical cases involving fracture of polyurethane catheters from subcutaneous implantable vascular ports. This resulted in complications: leakage of drugs and infusions and thereby soft tissue damage. The leakage occurred in the costoclavicular space in all instances. We assume that the catheters have been subjected to repeated pinching, resulting in material fatigue. In order to eliminate the risk of this serious complication, the subclavian route should be avoided and preference given to the approach via the internal jugular vein.